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New York Times spotlights Vineyard
Golf Club for organic management

The private Vineyard Golf Clubh in Edgariown has dotien
miich favorahle attention. IL is Fresident Baraclk Obama's
favorite course, or at least the Vineyard course he's played
on several times since beginning his vacalion here on Au
gust 2(). The New York Times highlighted the club’s turf
management practices, in a front page story published on
Avigust 16, “Exclusive goll club i3 organic, so weeds per
"

Bill Pennington reported, "Opened efght vears ago,
club is thought to be the only compleiely ordanic golf
conrse in the United States, its 18 holes groomed withont
thie use of a single synthetle pesticide, ferilizer, herbicade
or ather artificial chemical treatment.”

Mr. Pennifigton wrote that the Vineyard Golf Club has
become a petrd dish for allernalive maintenance tech-
niques and (he stafl “are now seen a8 environmental pio-
neers;, with many In the gnlf industry L::w:muulg theit
methnds.”

COwen Larkin, the man who guided the golf club Lu coL-
pletion over a daunting regulatory course, said, "It is grati-
[ying to have our course and fi= environmental praclices
acelaimed by a newspaper thal reaches an international
audience. This is a win for Environmental Golf Manage-
ment that hopefully will show other mumicipalitics thal goll
courses can be a bencfil. On a larger scale the Vineyard
Goll Club story should be celehrated by all of us mvolved
in the shaping, permitting and iniegration into the Island
fabric.

“Additionaily 1 am pleased to huve been involved in a
process wherein a developer [MVGP) and a conservation
body (Sherifls Meadow Foundation) worked together fo in-
tegrate tare habitat areas within a goll course. This
process should be a roadmap for other like minded part-
nerships i the future. It §s great to have the New York
Times tell the world that the mesl epwironmentally con-
scious golf course in the Undted States iz located in Edgar-



