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By Ron Whitten

TheDigest Environment

Environmental Awards

The Vineyard, Raven Golf Club at Three Peaks and Lost Marsh honored

Le Environmental

Leaders in Goll Avards,

co-sponsored annually
by Golf Digest and the Giolf
Crourge Superinrendencs
Association of America, recog-
rzed three national winners,
15 chaprer winners and L5
Tmeric winess at the GCSAA
Conference and Show in San
Diiego in February.

Marianal Privace Course

winner Jeff Caslson maintaing
The Vineyard Golf Club, an

Ilartha's Vinevard, as a com-
pletely organic layour wich no
chemical pesdcides. By using
40 percent less water than
other Massachuseres courses
and limicing nirogen applica-
tions, Carlson keeps the
course playing lean and fase,
In the Hesort categury, win-
tier Bitian Tanner of che Raven
Golf Club at Thiee Peaks in
Silverthorne, Colo,, was hot-
oted for his effores ac wiidlife
preservation and enhance:

rment, incdluding che successful
relocacion of & sensitive asprey
niest, He also nses harmless,
organic merhods ro keep elk
off playable areas of the course
Bublic winner Chriseopher
Gray, now technical advisor
for the Environmental
Frotection Informanian Cenrer
ol Wisconsin, had been super-
intendent of Losc Marsh of
Hammond {Ind.) Goll Coutse,
thie centerpiece of the reclama-
Hom of George Lake, which

Little steps your course can take

Add buffers and fitters

& strip of native grasses just

| Leave areas natural

Dead trees, standing and fallen,
in far roughs provide nesting

15 feet wide can senve as a

had been polluted by nearbyy
factaries. In parr because of
Gray's installaton of wildlife
preserves, the city advertises
rhe course 48 an “emvdronmen-
ral/recreation arca,”

While acknowledging that
rheir cwm colitse siranons
were unique and sormewlac
extrens, the winners had sug
pesticnd for how vour golf
course can hesome more com-
parible with che emvironmment.

Here are their tips:

hatitats for animals that eat
harmful insects.

Help wildlife

Interconnacted
-sections of
unmowed native
rough that wind
through out-of
play areas help
wildlife safely
traverse the
praperty.

natural fikter between chemi-
cais applied on & course and
open water, Aguatic piants in
lakes are additional filters,

Clean th;}s'e:;_'_.-‘.l_]ﬂgs

Courses that take the time
o clean and disinfect golf
spikes before play eliminate

deposits of Poa annus and
it : . . other weed Seeds on
Make your own mix k Keep water moving greens. Fewer weeds

means fewsr chemicals,

combine recycled grass clippings
instesd of Zrass seed with sand for your
divot mix, It provides its own fertilizer,

A Tountain oxyrenates water to fight
algae, the harmiul byproduct of
geesa droppings. Carp eat algas, 100,
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